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the draft electoral rolls pub-
lished on August 1.

The total number of female
voters in the district was 22.75
lakh, and the Digha con-
stituency had the highest num-
ber of 4.56 lakh electors.

Reacting to the announce-
ment, Neeraj Kumar,
spokesman of the JD(U) head-
ed by Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, said, “The vote theft
propaganda of the corrupt
opposition, led by Rahul
Gandhi and Tejashwi Yadav,
now stands exposed.”

He pointed out “lakhs of new
names have been added in the
final electoral roll. And, it is
well known that a majority of
voters in the state belong to
deprived castes or religious
minorities”.

State Congress president
Rajesh Kumar, however, voiced
“serious concerns” about the
number of deletions in the draft
roll “remaining far in excess of
the number of additions” in

the final roll.
“The issues concerning SIR

are far from over. We are ready
for a fight to the finish. The
credibility and impartiality of
the EC remains doubtful,” the
Congress leader alleged.

Assembly elections are like-
ly to be announced in the State
soon, and the mammoth SIR
exercise, which the EC intends
to undertake across the coun-
try in due course, has stirred a
controversy.

Opposition parties, some of
which have moved the
Supreme Court, have been
alleging that SIR was aimed at
the wrongful deletion of names
of voters who were less likely
to vote for the ruling BJP-led
NDA.

However, BJP leaders, includ-
ing Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, have asserted that SIR was
essential to flush out “infiltra-
tors” whom the INDIA bloc
allegedly wanted to protect and
give voting rights.

Final electoral roll out in...

a news conference with Netanyahu where
he detailed the plan. “We’re not quite fin-
ished. We have to get Hamas.”

“If Hamas rejects your plan, Mr. President,
or if they supposedly accept it and then do
everything to counter it, then Israel will fin-
ish the job by itself,” Netanyahu said. “This
can be done the easy way or it can be done
the hard way, but it will be done.”

The President went on to urge Palestinian
people to take responsibility “for their des-
tiny” and embrace his peace proposal.

Qatar’s Prime Minister and Egypt’s intel-
ligence chief presented Trump’s proposal to
Hamas negotiators, who are now reviewing
it in “good faith,” according to a person
familiar with the matter. The person was not
authorised to comment and spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

While Hamas has said in the past that it
would agree to step back from governing
Gaza, the militant group has refused to dis-
arm, something Netanyahu has long
demanded as part of any long-term truce to
end the war. The Palestinian Government
in the occupied West Bank welcomed Trump’s
plan and pledged to implement reforms
called for in the plan in order to return to
Gaza and potentially clear the way for the
establishment of a Palestinian state. “We
have affirmed our desire for a modern, dem-
ocratic, and non-militarised Palestinian state,
committed to pluralism and the peaceful
transfer of power,” the Palestinian
Government said in a statement. It prom-
ised a series of reforms, including new elec-

tions, changes to its schoolbooks and end-
ing a system that pays the families of mili-
tants involved in attacks on Israelis.
Netanyahu earlier on Monday extended a
formal apology to his Qatari counterpart for
a recent military strike targeting Hamas offi-
cials in the Gulf emirate that infuriated Arab
leaders and triggered rare criticism by the
US of Israel. Netanyahu made the call to
Qatar’s Prime Minister, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, as he met with
Trump.  Trump described the exchange
between the Israeli and Qatari leader as a
“heart-to-heart” call. “As a first step, Prime
Minister Netanyahu expressed his deep
regret that Israel’s missile strike against
Hamas targets in Qatar unintentionally killed
a Qatari serviceman,” the White House said
in a statement. “He further expressed regret
that, in targeting Hamas leadership during
hostage negotiations, Israel violated Qatari
sovereignty and affirmed that Israel will not
conduct such an attack again in the future.”

The White House talks, and apology from
Netanyahu, come at a tenuous moment.
Israel is increasingly isolated, losing support
from many countries that were long its stead-
fast allies. At home, Netanyahu’s governing
coalition appears more fragile than ever.
And the White House is showing signs of
impatience. It remains to be seen how
Netanyahu will be able to justify to far-right
members of his coalition his acceptance of
the proposal after promising to press against
the militant organisation until it was “elim-
inated.”

Trump, Netanyahu agree on plan to end Gaza war

Mahasamund’s Patarapali seam, Sahajpani
sightings, and Kabirdham’s Jhalmala-
Rengakhar rim, where alerts from Madhya
Pradesh indicate splinter presence near
Kanha. These are described as ‘revival cor-
ridors’ that require rapid verification. 

The campaign’s success hinges on an ‘econ-
omy of violence’ strategy, fundamentally
supported by infrastructure development.
A major push is under way to eliminate tele-
com dead zones by rapidly deploying mobile

towers after clearing service provider issues.
Critically, new Special Central Assistance
(SCA) road projects are being directly linked
to the establishment of new operational
camps, ensuring that logistics never impede
ground operations. 

Commanders are clear on the objective:
deny the insurgency both time and terrain
through these combined kinetic and devel-
opment efforts. 

(To be Continued…)

C’garh’s new doctrine of precision, patience...

outstanding leader, who had a
very good understanding of
people’s issues. He played a
vital role in strengthening 
our party in Delhi,” Modi said
on X. 

“He is also remembered for
his parliamentary interven-
tions. Pained by his passing
away. Condolences to his fam-
ily and admirers. Om Shanti,”
Modi said in the post.

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
Radhakrishnan expressed
anguish over the passing away
of the BJP stalwart.

“He was an outstanding
leader, widely respected for his
deep understanding of peo-
ple’s concerns. Malhotra Ji’s
invaluable contributions to
public life, including in the field
of sports administration, will
always be remembered. My
heartfelt condolences to his
family and admirers in this
hour of grief. Om Shanti,” the

Vice-President wrote on his
official X handle. 

BJP national president JP
Nadda and Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta also paid
tributes to the leader.

Gupta called Malhotra the
“guardian of all our karyakar-
tas” and said that his death is
“an extremely painful and
irreparable loss”.

“From the days of the Jan
Sangh to the establishment of
the BJP, his life remained a liv-
ing example of nationalism,
organisational skills and dis-
cipline,” the chief minister said
in an X post in Hindi. 

“As the first president of Delhi
BJP, he strengthened the foun-
dation of the organisation and
guided countless workers on
the path of service and dedi-
cation. His demise has left a
deep void not only in the BJP
family but also in social life at
large,” she added.

Veteran BJP leader Malhotra...

MUMBAI, Sept 30 (PTI)

THE Maharashtra Government
has approved a fund of Rs 25
crore for Haffkine Institute to
boost oral polio vaccine pro-
duction, Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar said on Tuesday.

“Haffkine has played a key role
in eradicating polio in the coun-
try, and the Indian Government
has sought 268 million oral polio
vaccine doses. To meet this
demand, the Government has
agreed in principle to provide Rs
25 crore to Haffkine
Biopharmaceuticals through a
two per cent surcharge from the
Haffkine procurement cell”, said
Pawar, who is also Finance
Minister. The meeting, chaired
by Pawar, discussed issues con-
cerning Haffkine
Biopharmaceuticals, as well as
retirement benefits for the insti-
tute’s employees and officers,
according to an official release.

Haffkine Institute is one of the
oldest biomedical research insti-
tutes in the country. It was estab-
lished in 1899 and is named after
the scientist Dr. Waldemar
Mordecai Haffkine, who invent-
ed the plague vaccine. 

The institute is engaged in mul-
tiple roles, including training,
research, and testing of various
aspects of infectious diseases.

A committee, headed by Dr.
Raghunath Mashelkar, had been
constituted to strengthen
Haffkine Institute and Haffkine
Biopharmaceuticals. Its recom-
mendations have been submit-
ted to the government. 

Pawar instructed the formation
of a three-member committee,
comprising secretaries from
Medical Education, Public
Health, and Planning depart-
ments, to implement these rec-
ommendations effectively and
prepare a five-year roadmap for
Haffkine’s revitalisation.

MUMBAI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

MAHARASHTRA Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Tuesday said the Shiv Sena will
hold its annual Dussehra rally at
the NESCO Exhibition Centre in
Goregaon area here instead of the
Azad Maidan in south Mumbai.

The rally was earlier planned
at the Azad Maidan, which has
turned into a puddle following
heavy rains in the city. Addressing
a press conference here, Shinde,
who heads the ruling Shiv Sena,
said, “The Dussehra rally will take
place at the NESCO Centre.”

He was responding to a ques-
tion whether the annual rally
would take place at Azad Maidan
despite the ground getting affect-
ed by rains.  The rival Shiv Sena
(UBT) led by Uddhav Thackeray
has decided to go ahead with its
annual Dussehra rally at Shivaji
Park which also has turned into
a puddle.

Haffkine Institute gets Rs 25 cr
fund booster from Mah Govt

NEW DELHI, Sept 30 (IANS) 

THE Government on Tuesday extended the
deadline to switch from the National Pension
System (NPS) to the Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS) till November 30, against the earlier
date of September 30. 

The deadline has been extended for eli-
gible employees, past retirees, and legally
wedded spouses of deceased retirees to exer-
cise their option to join the UPS by two

months, according to a notification by the
Department of Financial Services (DFS).

The DFS said the decision was taken after
receiving multiple requests from stakeholders
seeking more time in view of recent changes
announced under the scheme. 

The Finance Ministry has directed the
PFRDA to make necessary changes in the
Central Recordkeeping Agency (CRA) sys-
tems and issue a circular to implement the
decision.

Centre extends Unified Pension
Scheme switch deadline till Nov 30

MUMBAI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

SUREKHA Yadav, Asia’s first woman loco pilot who helmed several
prestigious trains in the country during her career spanning over
36 years, retired on Tuesday, leaving behind a legacy of grit and
inspiration.

The Central Railway hailed Yadav’s contribution, saying the “trail-
blazing journey” of the “pioneer” will continue to inspire genera-

tions to come. Yadav had joined the
Indian Railways in 1989, breaking the
barriers in the male-dominated rail-
way sector. 

In 1990, she became an assistant
driver, earning the distinction of being
the continent’s first woman train driv-
er. Besides Mumbai’s suburban locals,
she operated goods trains through

India’s steepest ‘ghat’ (mountain pass) sections, and also drove some
of the country’s most prestigious trains - from the Vande Bharat to
the Rajdhani Express. 

Asia’s 1st woman loco pilot
Surekha Yadav retires
after 36-year service

‘‘ TTRRAA II LLBBLLAAZZ IINNGG   JJOOUURRNNEEYY ’’   EENNDDSS

CHENNAI, Sept 30 (PTI)

NINE migrant workers died
after an under-construction
building collapsed at the
Ennore thermal power station
here on Tuesday, police said.
Chief Minister M K Stalin
expressed sadness over the
death of 9 people and con-
veyed condolences. “I am
deeply saddened to hear that
nine workers from Assam lost
their lives in an accident that
occurred during the construc-
tion work carried out by BHEL
in Ennore. I convey my deep-
est condolences to the fami-
lies of those who lost their
lives,” he said in a social media
post on Tuesday.

The CM ordered Minister for
Electricity SS Sivasankar and
senior IAS officer and

TANGEDCO Chairman K
Radhakrishnan to immediate-
ly oversee relief work at the
accident site. Stalin announced
a compensation of Rs 10 lakh
to the families of each deceased
and ordered that steps be tak-
en to transport the mortal
remains to their home state.
“The officers have gone to the
spot... We are investigating it,”
police sources said.

Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee President K
Selvaperunthagai expressed
grief over the demise of the
nine people.

Citing media reports, he said
those injured are being treat-
ed at the Government Stanley
Medical College in the city. He
called for rigorous safety meas-
ures to prevent such incidents
in future. 

Under construction building
collapses in Chennai, 
9 migrant workers killed MUMBAI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

MAHARASHTRA topped in
recording abetment of suicide
cases across the country with
1,389 offences in which 1,480
people died in 2023, according
to the latest National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) report.

Madhya Pradesh was on the
second spot with 1,153 abetment
of suicide cases in which 1,211
persons killed themselves, while
Uttar Pradesh was on the third
spot with 1,075 cases and 1,186
victims, data in the report
showed. 

As per the data published by
the New Delhi-headquartered
NCRB, a Union home ministry
unit, Maharashtra was on the
second spot with 5,96,103 cases
in 2023, which included offences
registered under the IPC
(replaced by BNS in July 2024)
and special local laws (SLLs).
Uttar Pradesh topped the list with
7,93,020 cases. While the IPC per-

tains to the central law, SLL cov-
ers crimes under various state-
specific legislations such as the
Gambling Act.

Maharashtra had registered
5,40,800 cases in 2021 and
5,57,012 in 2022 (under IPC and
SLL). Among the total number
of cases registered in
Maharashtra in 2023,
chargesheets were filed in 82.2
per cent of them, said the report.
Among the murder cases in 2023,
Maharashtra was on the third
spot with 2,208 offences in which
2,274 persons were killed, down
from 2,295 cases in 2022 and
2,330 in 2021. Uttar Pradesh
topped with 3,206 cases (3,307
victims) under the category,
while Bihar was on the third posi-
tion with 2,862 incidents and
2,882 victims, it said. With 257
cases of culpable homicide not
amounting to murder,
Maharashtra was second in the
list after Uttar Pradesh (1,098).
In incidents of causing death by

negligence, Maharashtra was on
the third spot with 14,771 cases
in which 15,862 persons were
killed.

Uttar Pradesh was on the top
with 25,204 incidents (26,527
deaths) and Tamil Nadu was sec-
ond on the list with 17,882 cas-
es and 18,937 deaths. In deaths
due to negligence relating to road
accidents, Maharashtra was on
the third spot with 14,163 cases
in which 15,198 persons were
killed. Uttar Pradesh topped the
list with 22,532 cases (23,771
deaths) followed by Tamil Nadu
(17,520 cases and 18,564 fatali-
ties), according to the report.

In hit and run cases, the west-
ern state was in the third spot
with 3,747 cases in which 3,909
persons were killed. Uttar
Pradesh recorded the highest
18,438 such cases in which 19,514
persons died. Madhya Pradesh
was on the second spot with 7,535
cases in which 8,118 persons
were killed. 

Mah tops in abetment of suicide cases 
in 2023; murder cases down: NCRB report

Shiv Sena changes
Dussehra rally venue
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YouTube to pay $24.5 mm to 
settle 2021 lawsuit by Trump 
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept 30 (AP) 

GOOGLE’S YouTube has agreed to pay USD 24.5 million to set-
tle a lawsuit by President Donald Trump over his 2021 account
suspension following the January 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol.

According to documents filed in federal court in California,
USD 22 million of the settlement will be contributed to the
Trust for the National Mall and the rest will go to other plain-
tiffs, including the American Conservative Union.

Google is the latest big tech company to settle lawsuits
brought by Trump. In January, Meta Platforms agreed to pay
USD 25 million to settle a lawsuit over his 2021 suspension
from Facebook. Elon Musk’s X agreed to settle a similar lawsuit
brought against the company then known as Twitter for USD
10 million.

Kash Patel gave ‘illegal to possess’ 
3D-printed guns to NZ officials
WELLINGTON, Sept 30 (AP) 

ON A visit to New Zealand, FBI Director Kash Patel gave the
country’s police and spy bosses gifts of inoperable pistols that
were illegal to possess under local gun laws and had to be
destroyed, New Zealand law enforcement agencies told ‘The
Associated Press’.

The plastic 3D-printed replica pistols formed part of the dis-
play stands Patel presented to at least three senior New Zealand
security officials in July. Patel, the most senior Trump admin-
istration official to visit the country so far, was in Wellington to
open the FBI’s first standalone office in New Zealand.

Pistols are tightly restricted weapons under New Zealand law,
and possessing one requires an additional permit beyond a
regular gun license. Law enforcement agencies didn’t specify
whether the officials who met with Patel held such permits,
but they couldn’t have legally kept the gifts if they didn’t.

Thailand court upholds jail for 
lawmaker in royal defamation case
BANGKOK, Sept 30 (AP) 

AN APPEALS court in Thailand on Tuesday upheld a two-year
prison sentence for a lawmaker from the progressive People’s
Party for defaming the monarchy in a speech she made four
years ago.

The court in Bangkok granted Chonthicha Jangrew’s request
for bail, which was set at 150,000 baht (USD 4,600). Chonthicha
said she would appeal the ruling to the Supreme Court. 

WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
WASHINGTON, Sept 30 (AP) 

A PARTISAN stand-off over
health care and spending is
threatening to trigger the first
US Government shutdown in
almost seven years, with
Democrats and Republicans in
Congress unable to find agree-
ment even as thousands of fed-
eral workers stand to be fur-
loughed or permanently laid off.

The Government will shut
down at 12:01 am Wednesday if
the Senate does not pass a House
measure that would extend fed-
eral funding for seven weeks
while lawmakers finish their work
on annual spending bills.

Senate Democrats say they
won’t vote for it unless
Republicans include an extension
of expiring health care benefits,
among other demands, while
President Donald Trump and
Republicans are refusing to nego-
tiate at all, arguing that it is a
stripped down, “clean” bill that
should be noncontroversial.

It was unclear, so far, if either
side would blink before the dead-
line. “It’s now in the President’s
hands,” Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer said
Monday after a meeting with

Trump at the White House that
yielded little apparent progress.
“He can avoid the shutdown if
he gets the Republican leaders
to go along with what we want.”

Vice President JD Vance, who
was also in the meeting, said
afterward, “I think we’re headed
into a shutdown, because the
Democrats won’t do the right
thing.” While partisan stalemates
over Government spending are
a frequent occurrence in
Washington, the current impasse
comes as Democrats see a rare
opportunity to use their lever-
age to achieve policy goals and
as their base voters are spoiling
for a fight with Trump.

Republicans who hold a 53-47
majority in the Senate will like-
ly need at least eight votes from
Democrats to end a filibuster and
pass the bill with 60 votes, since
Republican Sen. Rand Paul of
Kentucky is expected to vote
against it.

Trump had shown little inter-
est in entertaining Democrats’
demands on health care, even as
he agreed to hold a sit-down
meeting on Monday with
Schumer, Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, House Speaker Mike
Johnson, and House Democratic

leader Hakeem Jeffries.
As he headed into the meet-

ing, Trump made it clear he had
no intention to negotiate on
Democrats’ current terms.

“Their ideas are not very good
ones,” Trump said. It was Trump’s
first meeting with all four lead-
ers in Congress since retaking
the White House for his second
term, and he did more listening
than talking, Jeffries told House
Democrats at the Capitol after-

ward, according to a lawmaker
who attended the private cau-
cus meeting and requested
anonymity to discuss it. Schumer
said after the closed-door meet-
ing that they had “had candid,
frank discussions” with Trump
about health care. Vance also said
Trump found several points of
agreement on policy ideas.

Schumer said Trump “was not
aware” of the potential for health
insurance costs to skyrocket once
the subsidies end December 31.

But Trump did not appear to
be ready for serious negotiations.
Hours later, Trump posted a fake
video of Schumer and Jeffries
taken from footage of their real
press conference outside of the
White House after the meeting.

In the altered video, a voiceover
that sounds like Schumer’s voice
makes fun of Democrats and
Jeffries stands beside him with
a cartoon sombrero and mus-
tache. Mexican music plays in the
background. Jeffries posted in
response that “Bigotry will get you
nowhere.” He added, “We are
NOT backing down.”

Democrats are pushing for an
extension to Affordable Care Act
tax credits that have boosted
health insurance subsidies for

millions of people since the
COVID-19 pandemic. The cred-
its, which are designed to expand
coverage for low- and middle-
income people, are set to expire
at the end of the year.

“We are not going to support
a partisan Republican spending
bill that continues to gut the
health care of everyday
Americans,” Jeffries said. Thune
has pressed Democrats to vote
for funding bill and take up the
debate on tax credits later. Some
Republicans are open to extend-
ing the tax credits, but they want
to place new limits on them.

“We’re willing to sit down and
work with them on some of the
issues they want to talk about,”
Thune told reporters at the White
House, adding, “But as of right
now, this is a hijacking of the
American people, and it’s the
American people who are going
to pay the price.”

Democrats are in an uncom-
fortable position for a party that
has long denounced shutdowns
as pointless and destructive, and
it’s unclear how or when it would
end. But party activists and vot-
ers have argued that Democrats
need to do something to stand
up to Trump.

HANOI, Sept 30 (AP) 

LINGERING heavy rains from a
former typhoon caused more
flooding and landslides in
Vietnam, raising the death toll
to 19 in the country with more
missing.

Rainfall topped 30 centime-
tres in parts of Vietnam over the
past 24 hours, the national
weather agency said Tuesday. It
warned that heavy downpours
would continue.

The prolonged rain triggered
flash floods and landslides that
cut off roads and isolated com-
munities from the northern

mountains of Son La and Lao Cai
provinces to central Nghe An
province.

Rivers swollen by downpours
and dam discharges have caused
widespread flooding and land-
slides in the north. The Thao
River in Yen Bai rose well above
emergency levels overnight,
sending water up to a metre deep
into homes and forcing evacua-
tions. 

Many streets in the capital,
Hanoi, were flooded and author-
ities warned that people close to
the Red River, which passes
through the city, should take pre-
cautions.

BERLIN, Sept 30 (AP) 

A MAN who worked for a
prominent German far-
right lawmaker in the
European Parliament was
convicted on Tuesday of
spying for China for more
than four years. Jian Guo,
a German citizen, was
accused of working for a
Chinese Intelligence serv-
ice and of repeatedly pass-
ing on information on
negotiations and decisions
in the EU Parliament
between September 2019
and April 2024, when he
was arrested. He was sen-
tenced on Tuesday to four
years and nine months in
prison, DPA reported. He
denied wrongdoing dur-
ing a court hearing last
week.

China’s Foreign Ministry
last year said reports in
Europe about Chinese spy-
ing are all “hyping up to
smear and suppress
China.” Guo also snooped

on Chinese dissidents in
Germany and gathered
information on prominent
politicians with the far-
right Alternative for
Germany, or AfD.

The federal prosecutor
has named him as Jian G.,
in line with the country’s
privacy rules. His former
boss, far-right lawmaker
Maximilian Krah, previ-
ously identified him. Krah
was a witness in Guo’s tri-
al and said he did not have
any knowledge of his for-
mer aide’s activities.

Earlier this month,
Germany’s Parliament lift-
ed Krah’s immunity in con-
nection with allegations
that he also had ties to
China and was involved in
corruption and spying
scandals. Lifting his immu-
nity as a lawmaker was a
necessary step for author-
ities to prosecute him.
Authorities searched his
home and offices under a
court order. 

US Govt on brink of 1st shutdown in 7 yrs
Democrats and
Republicans in Congress
unable to find agreement
even as thousands of 
federal workers stand to
be furloughed or 
permanently laid off. The
Government will shut
down at 12:01 am
Wednesday if the Senate
does not pass a House
measure that would
extend federal 
funding for seven weeks
while lawmakers finish
their work on annual
spending bills.

Sarah, a 10-year-old student from north-east Syria, enrolled in an intensive 
educational programme supported by the Global Partnership for Education (GPE)
and Save the Children being hugged by her mother as she prepares to return to
formal school after the end of the conflict in Syria. This month marks a turning
point for Syria’s children. After more than a decade of crisis and disrupted 
education, a powerful shift is underway to bring children not just back into 
classrooms, but back into hope and opportunity. (AP/PTI)

Typhoon Bualoi toll reaches 19 in Vietnam

Former aide to German 
lawmaker in EU convicted
of spying for China 

Mumbai-Delhi 
IndiGo flight gets
bomb threat
NEW DELHI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

AN INDIGO flight from Mumbai
to the national capital received
a bomb threat on Tuesday morn-
ing, according to a source. 

The flight 6E 762 had around
200 people on board and the
security agencies found the threat
to be non-specific, the source
told PTI.

A security threat was noticed
onboard IndiGo flight 6E 762
operating from Mumbai to Delhi
on Tuesday, an IndiGo spokesper-
son said. 

US Commerce 
Secy hints of
changes in H1B 
visa before 2026 
NEW YORK, Sept 30 (PTI) 

US COMMERCE Secretary
Howard Lutnick said that
there will be “a significant
number of changes” in the
H1B visa process before
February 2026, when the
new fee of USD 100,000
goes into effect, as he
described as “just wrong”
idea of “inexpensive” tech
consultants coming into
US and bringing their fam-
ilies. The Trump adminis-
tration this month
announced a one-time fee
of USD 100,000 for new
H1B work visas, an order
that will impact Indian
professionals looking to
work in the US on the tem-
porary visas.

Standing behind Trump
in the Oval Office when
the H1B proclamation was
signed, Lutnick had then
said that the USD 100,000
will be an annual fee for
all H1B visas, including
renewals and first-time
applicants.
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YouTube to pay $24.5 mm to 
settle 2021 lawsuit by Trump 
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept 30 (AP) 

GOOGLE’S YouTube has agreed to pay USD 24.5 million to set-
tle a lawsuit by President Donald Trump over his 2021 account
suspension following the January 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol.

According to documents filed in federal court in California,
USD 22 million of the settlement will be contributed to the
Trust for the National Mall and the rest will go to other plain-
tiffs, including the American Conservative Union.

Google is the latest big tech company to settle lawsuits
brought by Trump. In January, Meta Platforms agreed to pay
USD 25 million to settle a lawsuit over his 2021 suspension
from Facebook. Elon Musk’s X agreed to settle a similar lawsuit
brought against the company then known as Twitter for USD
10 million.

Kash Patel gave ‘illegal to possess’ 
3D-printed guns to NZ officials
WELLINGTON, Sept 30 (AP) 

ON A visit to New Zealand, FBI Director Kash Patel gave the
country’s police and spy bosses gifts of inoperable pistols that
were illegal to possess under local gun laws and had to be
destroyed, New Zealand law enforcement agencies told ‘The
Associated Press’.

The plastic 3D-printed replica pistols formed part of the dis-
play stands Patel presented to at least three senior New Zealand
security officials in July. Patel, the most senior Trump admin-
istration official to visit the country so far, was in Wellington to
open the FBI’s first standalone office in New Zealand.

Pistols are tightly restricted weapons under New Zealand law,
and possessing one requires an additional permit beyond a
regular gun license. Law enforcement agencies didn’t specify
whether the officials who met with Patel held such permits,
but they couldn’t have legally kept the gifts if they didn’t.

Thailand court upholds jail for 
lawmaker in royal defamation case
BANGKOK, Sept 30 (AP) 

AN APPEALS court in Thailand on Tuesday upheld a two-year
prison sentence for a lawmaker from the progressive People’s
Party for defaming the monarchy in a speech she made four
years ago.

The court in Bangkok granted Chonthicha Jangrew’s request
for bail, which was set at 150,000 baht (USD 4,600). Chonthicha
said she would appeal the ruling to the Supreme Court. 

WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
WASHINGTON, Sept 30 (AP) 

A PARTISAN stand-off over
health care and spending is
threatening to trigger the first
US Government shutdown in
almost seven years, with
Democrats and Republicans in
Congress unable to find agree-
ment even as thousands of fed-
eral workers stand to be fur-
loughed or permanently laid off.

The Government will shut
down at 12:01 am Wednesday if
the Senate does not pass a House
measure that would extend fed-
eral funding for seven weeks
while lawmakers finish their work
on annual spending bills.

Senate Democrats say they
won’t vote for it unless
Republicans include an extension
of expiring health care benefits,
among other demands, while
President Donald Trump and
Republicans are refusing to nego-
tiate at all, arguing that it is a
stripped down, “clean” bill that
should be noncontroversial.

It was unclear, so far, if either
side would blink before the dead-
line. “It’s now in the President’s
hands,” Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer said
Monday after a meeting with

Trump at the White House that
yielded little apparent progress.
“He can avoid the shutdown if
he gets the Republican leaders
to go along with what we want.”

Vice President JD Vance, who
was also in the meeting, said
afterward, “I think we’re headed
into a shutdown, because the
Democrats won’t do the right
thing.” While partisan stalemates
over Government spending are
a frequent occurrence in
Washington, the current impasse
comes as Democrats see a rare
opportunity to use their lever-
age to achieve policy goals and
as their base voters are spoiling
for a fight with Trump.

Republicans who hold a 53-47
majority in the Senate will like-
ly need at least eight votes from
Democrats to end a filibuster and
pass the bill with 60 votes, since
Republican Sen. Rand Paul of
Kentucky is expected to vote
against it.

Trump had shown little inter-
est in entertaining Democrats’
demands on health care, even as
he agreed to hold a sit-down
meeting on Monday with
Schumer, Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, House Speaker Mike
Johnson, and House Democratic

leader Hakeem Jeffries.
As he headed into the meet-

ing, Trump made it clear he had
no intention to negotiate on
Democrats’ current terms.

“Their ideas are not very good
ones,” Trump said. It was Trump’s
first meeting with all four lead-
ers in Congress since retaking
the White House for his second
term, and he did more listening
than talking, Jeffries told House
Democrats at the Capitol after-

ward, according to a lawmaker
who attended the private cau-
cus meeting and requested
anonymity to discuss it. Schumer
said after the closed-door meet-
ing that they had “had candid,
frank discussions” with Trump
about health care. Vance also said
Trump found several points of
agreement on policy ideas.

Schumer said Trump “was not
aware” of the potential for health
insurance costs to skyrocket once
the subsidies end December 31.

But Trump did not appear to
be ready for serious negotiations.
Hours later, Trump posted a fake
video of Schumer and Jeffries
taken from footage of their real
press conference outside of the
White House after the meeting.

In the altered video, a voiceover
that sounds like Schumer’s voice
makes fun of Democrats and
Jeffries stands beside him with
a cartoon sombrero and mus-
tache. Mexican music plays in the
background. Jeffries posted in
response that “Bigotry will get you
nowhere.” He added, “We are
NOT backing down.”

Democrats are pushing for an
extension to Affordable Care Act
tax credits that have boosted
health insurance subsidies for

millions of people since the
COVID-19 pandemic. The cred-
its, which are designed to expand
coverage for low- and middle-
income people, are set to expire
at the end of the year.

“We are not going to support
a partisan Republican spending
bill that continues to gut the
health care of everyday
Americans,” Jeffries said. Thune
has pressed Democrats to vote
for funding bill and take up the
debate on tax credits later. Some
Republicans are open to extend-
ing the tax credits, but they want
to place new limits on them.

“We’re willing to sit down and
work with them on some of the
issues they want to talk about,”
Thune told reporters at the White
House, adding, “But as of right
now, this is a hijacking of the
American people, and it’s the
American people who are going
to pay the price.”

Democrats are in an uncom-
fortable position for a party that
has long denounced shutdowns
as pointless and destructive, and
it’s unclear how or when it would
end. But party activists and vot-
ers have argued that Democrats
need to do something to stand
up to Trump.

HANOI, Sept 30 (AP) 

LINGERING heavy rains from a
former typhoon caused more
flooding and landslides in
Vietnam, raising the death toll
to 19 in the country with more
missing.

Rainfall topped 30 centime-
tres in parts of Vietnam over the
past 24 hours, the national
weather agency said Tuesday. It
warned that heavy downpours
would continue.

The prolonged rain triggered
flash floods and landslides that
cut off roads and isolated com-
munities from the northern

mountains of Son La and Lao Cai
provinces to central Nghe An
province.

Rivers swollen by downpours
and dam discharges have caused
widespread flooding and land-
slides in the north. The Thao
River in Yen Bai rose well above
emergency levels overnight,
sending water up to a metre deep
into homes and forcing evacua-
tions. 

Many streets in the capital,
Hanoi, were flooded and author-
ities warned that people close to
the Red River, which passes
through the city, should take pre-
cautions.

BERLIN, Sept 30 (AP) 

A MAN who worked for a
prominent German far-
right lawmaker in the
European Parliament was
convicted on Tuesday of
spying for China for more
than four years. Jian Guo,
a German citizen, was
accused of working for a
Chinese Intelligence serv-
ice and of repeatedly pass-
ing on information on
negotiations and decisions
in the EU Parliament
between September 2019
and April 2024, when he
was arrested. He was sen-
tenced on Tuesday to four
years and nine months in
prison, DPA reported. He
denied wrongdoing dur-
ing a court hearing last
week.

China’s Foreign Ministry
last year said reports in
Europe about Chinese spy-
ing are all “hyping up to
smear and suppress
China.” Guo also snooped

on Chinese dissidents in
Germany and gathered
information on prominent
politicians with the far-
right Alternative for
Germany, or AfD.

The federal prosecutor
has named him as Jian G.,
in line with the country’s
privacy rules. His former
boss, far-right lawmaker
Maximilian Krah, previ-
ously identified him. Krah
was a witness in Guo’s tri-
al and said he did not have
any knowledge of his for-
mer aide’s activities.

Earlier this month,
Germany’s Parliament lift-
ed Krah’s immunity in con-
nection with allegations
that he also had ties to
China and was involved in
corruption and spying
scandals. Lifting his immu-
nity as a lawmaker was a
necessary step for author-
ities to prosecute him.
Authorities searched his
home and offices under a
court order. 

US Govt on brink of 1st shutdown in 7 yrs
Democrats and
Republicans in Congress
unable to find agreement
even as thousands of 
federal workers stand to
be furloughed or 
permanently laid off. The
Government will shut
down at 12:01 am
Wednesday if the Senate
does not pass a House
measure that would
extend federal 
funding for seven weeks
while lawmakers finish
their work on annual
spending bills.

Sarah, a 10-year-old student from north-east Syria, enrolled in an intensive 
educational programme supported by the Global Partnership for Education (GPE)
and Save the Children being hugged by her mother as she prepares to return to for-
mal school after the end of the conflict in Syria. This month marks a turning point for
Syria�s children. After more than a decade of crisis and disrupted 
education, a powerful shift is underway to bring children not just back into 
classrooms, but back into hope and opportunity. (AP/PTI)

Typhoon Bualoi toll reaches 19 in Vietnam

Former aide to German 
lawmaker in EU convicted
of spying for China 

Mumbai-Delhi 
IndiGo flight gets
bomb threat
NEW DELHI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

AN INDIGO flight from Mumbai
to the national capital received
a bomb threat on Tuesday morn-
ing, according to a source. 

The flight 6E 762 had around
200 people on board and the
security agencies found the threat
to be non-specific, the source
told PTI.

A security threat was noticed
onboard IndiGo flight 6E 762
operating from Mumbai to Delhi
on Tuesday, an IndiGo spokesper-
son said. 

US Commerce 
Secy hints of
changes in H1B 
visa before 2026 
NEW YORK, Sept 30 (PTI) 

US COMMERCE Secretary
Howard Lutnick said that
there will be “a significant
number of changes” in the
H1B visa process before
February 2026, when the
new fee of USD 100,000
goes into effect, as he
described as “just wrong”
idea of “inexpensive” tech
consultants coming into
US and bringing their fam-
ilies. The Trump adminis-
tration this month
announced a one-time fee
of USD 100,000 for new
H1B work visas, an order
that will impact Indian
professionals looking to
work in the US on the tem-
porary visas.

Standing behind Trump
in the Oval Office when
the H1B proclamation was
signed, Lutnick had then
said that the USD 100,000
will be an annual fee for
all H1B visas, including
renewals and first-time
applicants.
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the draft electoral rolls pub-
lished on August 1.

The total number of female
voters in the district was 22.75
lakh, and the Digha con-
stituency had the highest num-
ber of 4.56 lakh electors.

Reacting to the announce-
ment, Neeraj Kumar,
spokesman of the JD(U) head-
ed by Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, said, “The vote theft
propaganda of the corrupt
opposition, led by Rahul
Gandhi and Tejashwi Yadav,
now stands exposed.”

He pointed out “lakhs of new
names have been added in the
final electoral roll. And, it is
well known that a majority of
voters in the state belong to

deprived castes or religious
minorities”. State Congress
president Rajesh Kumar, how-
ever, voiced “serious concerns”
about the number of deletions
in the draft roll “remaining far
in excess of the number of addi-
tions” in the final roll.

“The issues concerning SIR
are far from over. We are ready
for a fight to the finish. The
credibility and impartiality of
the EC remains doubtful,” the
Congress leader alleged.

Assembly elections are like-
ly to be announced in the State
soon, and the mammoth SIR
exercise, which the EC intends
to undertake across the coun-
try in due course, has stirred a
controversy.

Final electoral roll out in...

a news conference with
Netanyahu where he detailed
the plan. “We’re not quite fin-
ished. We have to get Hamas.”

“If Hamas rejects your plan,
Mr. President, or if they sup-
posedly accept it and then do
everything to counter it, then
Israel will finish the job by
itself,” Netanyahu said. “This
can be done the easy way or it
can be done the hard way, but
it will be done.” The President
went on to urge Palestinian
people to take responsibility
“for their destiny” and embrace
his peace proposal. Qatar’s
Prime Minister and Egypt’s
intelligence chief presented
Trump’s proposal to Hamas
negotiators, who are now
reviewing it in “good faith,”
according to a person familiar
with the matter. The person
was not authorised to com-
ment and spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity. While
Hamas has said in the past that
it would agree to step back from
governing Gaza, the militant
group has refused to disarm,
something Netanyahu has long
demanded as part of any long-
term truce to end the war. The
Palestinian Government in the

occupied West Bank welcomed
Trump’s plan and pledged to
implement reforms called for
in the plan in order to return
to Gaza and potentially clear
the way for the establishment
of a Palestinian state. “We have
affirmed our desire for a mod-
ern, democratic, and non-mil-
itarised Palestinian state, com-
mitted to pluralism and the
peaceful transfer of power,” the
Palestinian Government said
in a statement. It promised a
series of reforms, including new
elections, changes to its school-
books and ending a system that
pays the families of militants
involved in attacks on Israelis.

Netanyahu extended a for-
mal apology to his Qatari coun-
terpart for a recent military
strike targeting Hamas officials
in the Gulf emirate that infu-
riated Arab leaders and trig-
gered rare criticism by the US
of Israel.

Netanyahu made the call to
Qatar’s Prime Minister, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al Thani, as he met with Trump. 

Trump described the
exchange between the Israeli
and Qatari leader as a “heart-
to-heart” call.

Trump, Netanyahu agree...

Mahasamund’s Patarapali
seam, Sahajpani sightings, and
Kabirdham’s Jhalmala-
Rengakhar rim, where alerts
from Madhya Pradesh indicate
splinter presence near Kanha.
These are described as ‘revival
corridors’ that require rapid
verification. The campaign’s
success hinges on an ‘econo-
my of violence’ strategy, fun-
damentally supported by infra-
structure development. A
major push is under way to
eliminate telecom dead zones

by rapidly deploying mobile
towers after clearing service
provider issues. Critically, new
Special Central Assistance
(SCA) road projects are being
directly linked to the estab-
lishment of new operational
camps, ensuring that logistics
never impede ground opera-
tions. Commanders are clear
on the objective: deny the
insurgency both time and ter-
rain through these combined
kinetic and development
efforts. (To be Continued…)

C’garh’s new doctrine of...

outstanding leader, who had a very good
understanding of people’s issues. He played
a vital role in strengthening our party in
Delhi,” Modi said on X. 
“He is also remembered for his parlia-
mentary interventions. Pained by his pass-
ing away. Condolences to his family and
admirers. Om Shanti,” Modi said in the
post.

Vice-President Radhakrishnan expressed
anguish over the passing away of the BJP
stalwart.

“He was an outstanding leader, widely
respected for his deep understanding of
people’s concerns. Malhotra Ji’s invaluable
contributions to public life, including in

the field of sports administration, will always
be remembered. My heartfelt condolences
to his family and admirers in this hour of
grief. Om Shanti,” the Vice-President wrote
on his official X handle. 

BJP national president JP Nadda and
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta also paid
tributes to the leader. 

Gupta called Malhotra the “guardian of
all our karyakartas” and said that his death
is “an extremely painful and irreparable loss”.

“From the days of the Jan Sangh to the
establishment of the BJP, his life remained
a living example of nationalism, organisa-
tional skills and discipline,” the chief min-
ister said in an X post in Hindi. 

Veteran BJP leader Malhotra...

Monsoon ends: 8% more than normal r8% more than normal rainfall recorded: IMDainfall recorded: IMD

The Reliance Group had earlier
denied any wrongdoing and said
in a statement that the allegation
regarding the alleged diversion of
Rs 10,000 crore to an undisclosed
party was a 10-year-old matter and
the company had stated in its
financial statements that its expo-
sure was only around Rs 6,500
crore. Reliance Infrastructure had
publicly disclosed this matter on
February 9, 2025, nearly six months
ago, it had said.

“Through mandatory media-
tion proceedings conducted by a
retired Supreme Court judge and
the mediation award filed before
the Honourable Bombay High
Court, Reliance Infrastructure
arrived at a settlement to recover
its 100 per cent exposure of Rs
6,500 crore,” the company said.

Ambani, as per the statement,
was not on the board of R Infra for
more than three years (since March
2022).

FEMA probe: ED raids in Mah,
MP against Reliance Infra

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan at the Centenary celebrations of the Military Nursing Service, at Manekshaw Centre, in 
New Delhi. (PTI)

Submit FCRA
licence renewal
application 4
months ahead 
of expiry: 
MHA to NGOs
NEW DELHI, Sept 30 (PTI) 

THE Union Home Ministry on
Tuesday directed all NGOs to
submit their application for the
renewal of the registration under
the FCRA at least four months
ahead of the expiry of the valid-
ity for timely processing and to
avoid disruption in their activi-
ties. All NGOs receiving foreign
funding mandatorily have to reg-
ister under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) 2010. The registration
certification is normally valid for
five years and can be renewed
after submitting a fresh applica-
tion. In a public notice, the Home
Ministry said Section 16(1)of
FCRA, 2010 requires every per-
son granted a certificate under
Section 12 to apply for renewal
within six months prior to the
expiry of the validity of the cer-
tificate.

Under the law, the Central
Government shall ordinarily
renew the certificate within 90
days from the date of receipt of
the renewal application.

The Home Ministry said that
it has been observed that many
associations are submitting
renewal applications less than
90 days before the expiry of their
certificate, and such delayed sub-
missions do not allow sufficient
time for scrutiny and for obtain-
ing necessary inputs from secu-
rity agencies before the validity
expires.

As a result, certificates are
deemed to have ceased on expiry
while renewal applications
remain pending, and as a result,
such associations cannot receive
or utilise foreign contributions
until renewal is granted, there-
by disrupting their ongoing activ-
ities.“Associations are, therefore,
strictly advised to submit their
renewal applications well in
advance and, in any case, not lat-
er than four months before the
expiry of their certificate.”

North-west India received
747.9 mm, 27.3 per cent more
than the normal of 587.6 mm.

Mohapatra said this was the
highest since 2001 and the sixth
highest since 1901. 

All districts in north-west India
recorded above-normal rainfall
in June, August and September,
he said.  Central India recorded

1125.3 mm of rainfall, 15.1 per
cent higher than the normal of
978 mm, while the southern
peninsula gauged 9.9 per cent
more rainfall than the normal of
716.2 mm. ABOVE-NORMAL
RAIN EXPECTED IN OCTOBER:
IMD:INDIA is expected to receive
15 per cent more rainfall than nor-
mal in October, following boun-

tiful rains during the four-month
monsoon season, IMD said.
Mohapatra said maximum tem-
peratures in October are likely
to be above normal in most parts
of east-north-east and north-
west India. 

“Normal to below-normal
maximum temperatures are
expected in other regions of the

country during the month,” he
added.

Mohapatra said most parts of
the country are expected to
receive above-normal rainfall
during the post-monsoon sea-
son (October to December),
except for some areas in north-
west India, where rainfall is like-
ly to be normal to below-normal.


